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By: Allison Darhun
      PAHS Junior

March 15, 22 
scholars from the 

DHH Lengel Middle 
School took their 
completed projects to 
the Schuylkill County 
Intermediate Unit for 
the annual Schuylkill 
County Regional 
Computer Fair. 
 The 22 children 
competed in groups 
ranging from single 
students to groups 
of three, and they 
were advised by Mr. 
Jonathan Hughes, 
Lengel Computer/
Keyboarding teacher, 
and Mr. Les Payne, 
Lengel Technology 
Education teacher.
 “Students in grades 
six through eight are 
able to participate, but 
from our school, only 
seventh and eighth  
graders competed,” 
Mr. Hughes said.
 The pupils 
completed in 
various categories 
that included: 
Graphic Design, 
Logo, Digital Movie, 
Web Page Design, 
Desktop Publishing 
and Multimedia 
Presentation.
 “Our Pottsville 
students were great. 
They won first place 
in all six categories for 
the second year in a 
row,” Mr. Hughes said.
 May 25, six first 

Attention all Parents 
and Guardians:

 Immunization 
regulations will be 
changing for the 
2011-2012 school 
year. The Pennsyl-
vania Department 
of Health is requir-
ing the following 
immunizations for 
the beginning of the 
2011- 2012 school 
year.

 1. A second does 
of the Varicella vac-
cine (chicken pox) 
is required for any 
Pottsville Area stu-
dent in kindergarten 
through grade 12.
 2. A dose of Tdap 
(Tetanus, Diphthe-
ria and Pertussis) 
vaccine is required 
for any student at 
the age of 11 and to 
enter 7th grade.
 3. A dose of 
Meningitis vaccine 
is required at age 
11 and to enter 7th 
grade.
Parents are asked to 
provide a current, up 
to date copy of their 
child’s immunization 
record to the school 
nurse.  Your child 
may not enter the 
2011-2012 school 
year without writ-
ten evidence of the 
required immuniza-
tions. 

2 4 6 7

place teams traveled 
to Dickinson College 
in Carlisle. First place 
winning teams were 
Allison Stine, Bethany 
Hollenbush and Haley 
Reppert for Logo, 
Brevyne Devonish 
for Graphic Design, 
Morgan Brothwell 
and Angie Fietz for 
Digital Movie, Edward 
Hossler and William 
Hossler for Web Page 
Design, Paige Fellows, 
Cierra Zelanko and 
Becky Staller for 

Desktop Publishing 
and Rebecca Gelbutis 
for Multimedia 
Presentation.
 “The students love 
going to the Computer 
Fair. Everyone is there 
because they enjoy 
creating projects on 
the computer, and they 
have a strong desire 
to improve their skills 
through competition,” 
Mr. Hughes said.
 The other 
competitors who 
participated in the 

computer fair were 
Joe Cicero and 
Christopher Muench 
for Logo in second 
place, Ashley Smith, 
Austin Terraciano and 
SuAnn Altshuler for 
Web Page Design 
in second place, 
Michaela Holloway, 
Summer Moyer and 
Angel Moyer for 
Desktop Publishing in 
third place and Jacob 
Zawada and Ashley 
Rauch for Multimedia 
Presentation.

COMPETE — During the annual Computer Fair held at the Schuylkill County Intermediate Unit, 
7th and 8th grade students from the DHH Lengel Middle School competed in six different com-
puter based categories. “I would definitely do the Computer Fair again because I got to spend 
time with other kids my age who enjoy computers too,”  seventh grader Jacob Zawada said.

Photo Courtesy of Mr. Jonathan hughes 
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Annual high school drama club play considered a success

Cinderella, 
Rapunzel, and 

Prince Charming are 
all household names 
people know from 
the fairy tales told 
to small children 
everywhere. But when 
these fairy tales come 
together into one story 
filled with incidents, 
tragedies and scandal, 
one would have a 
play called “Into the 
Woods.” This play 
was performed by the 
Pottsville Area High 
School Drama Club 
from March 19-21.
 “Into the Woods,” 
a play written by 
Stephen Sondheim, 
made its Broadway 
debut in 1987. The 
musical was written 
as a combination 
of several Brothers 
Grimm fairy tales, 
including “Cinderella,” 
“Little Red Riding 
Hood,” “Rapunzel” 
and a few others.  

 These tales 
intertwined with the 
lives of a baker and 
his wife, who were 
looking to conceive 
a child. This play has 
won five Tony awards 
since its release.
 In order to perfect 
this mash-up of fairy 
tales, the Drama Club, 
stage crew, and pit 
band began practicing 
in January for a few 
nights a week, slowly 
gravitating towards 
four and five nights 
a week up until the 
opening performance 
Friday, March 19. 
 Though three 
months may seem 
like a lengthy amount 
of time to assign and 
perfect roles, it proved 
to be a challenge for 
some members. 
 “We only had three 
months to prepare 
for ‘Into the Woods,’ 
and some nights 
we’d be at the school 
practicing until 8:00 
or 9:00 p.m.,” senior 
Dana Horst, who 
portrayed Cinderella,  

said.  
 Regardless of the 
tiring amount of work 
at practices, each cast 
member also spent 
countless hours of his 
own time working on 
memorizing his lines 
and songs for opening 
night. 
 “Getting cast in a 
role such as the baker 
has been a fantastic 
experience. We’ve 
had many practices, 
but I’ve also spent 
many nights reading 
my script and stealing 
ideas for my character 
from the film version of 
the play,” sophomore 
Tyler Pangonis said.  
 Pangonis’s character 
was the baker, who, 
along with his wife, 
brought the story 
together with their wish 
for a child and a curse 
placed on the family by 
an evil witch. 
 Since both Horst and 
Pangonis were cast as 
leading roles, the time 
crunch brought forth a 
few problems for them, 
but when it came to 
the weekend of the 
performances, every 
member of the Drama 
Club and pit band 
came together and 
gave their all to put on 
flawless performances 
each night.  
 Members of the 
pit band, the group 
of musicians who 
performed the music 
and sound effects 
for the show, were 
intrigued by how 
nicely the show came 
together. 
 “I loved being able 
to watch the show 
rehearsals and to see 
how much work really 
went into the show 
from the actors and 
stage crew,” senior 

Grace Lorence said.
 With the crowd 
reaction being as 
positive as it was, 
one could guess 
that the performance 
was well-done with 
miniscule errors 
and plenty of crowd 
interaction. 
 “I enjoyed ‘Into the 
Woods’ because of 
its darkly humorous 
take on saccharide 
fairy tales. I like the 
idea of a different, 
more realistic ‘ever 
after,’ since we can’t 
always have a happy 
ending in real life,” 
freshman Adalie 
Zanis said. 
 Zanis’ thoughts 
about the Drama 
Club’s production 
equally matched 
those of the actors in 
the play.
 “Everyone from 
the cast and crew 
did exactly what was 
needed of them. Of 
course, there were 
minor problems 
here and there, but 
that will be part of 
every production. 

Photo  By Molly ZwieBel 

BUILD – Preparing for the production of “Into the Woods,” 
junior Brandon Wentz and senior Kurt Weres work after school 
during the weeks leading up to the play to fabricate the forest 
backdrop. “I love designing sets and making the atmosphere 
of the play come alive,” senior Diamond Barbur said. Besides 
the backdrop, the cast and crew also had to build Rapunzel’s 
castle and different houses to make the play come alive.

By: Kim Kroznuski
PAHS Sophomore

Overall, I thought it 
went extremely well,” 
Pangonis said. 
 Each member of 
the Drama Club and 
people who attended 
this year’s play already 
showed enthusiasm 
and excitement 
towards next year’s 
spring performance.
 “I’m excited for 
next year’s musical 
because I’ll be a senior 
and I’ll be able to have 
the most involvement 
in the production out 
of my four years of 
high school,“ junior 
Catherine Nadeau 
said. 
 Nadeau was 
honored with a lead 
role as Little Red 
Riding Hood for “Into 
the Woods.”
 After “Into The 
Woods” was over, 
the kids in Drama 
Club made their way 
onto their next feat. 
They attended the 
Sovereign Majestic 
awards May 19, where 
the club was honored 
for their performance 
of “Into the Woods.”

Photo  By Kianna Fiscus

PLEAD –   Sophomore Tyler Pangonis begs his wife, senior 
Chelsea Lucas, to stay home as he takes on his misadventure 
into the woods. The Drama Club participants endured long 
practices and countless hours of memorizing scripts to put 
on a successful opening performance of “Into The Woods” 
Friday, March 19. The play’s theme of being careful what one 
wishes for was eminent throughout the play in the roles of the 
baker and his wife.
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Dear Members of the Community,

Graduation brings many decisions

Dr. James T. Gallagher
Superintendent

Dr. James T. Gallagher

 This past school year 
has certainly been one for 
the record books! After 
spending both January and 
February dealing with the 
freezing temperatures, our 
student body had to deal with 
monsoon type rain in March 

and April. I can’t help but believe that when the Class of 
2011 convenes in 2016 for their five-year reunion, they 
will probably share and relive the stories of the extreme 
weather that plagued our community week after week 
during their senior year.
 However, now that it’s finally spring and graduation 
looms before us, the Class of 2011 will face many serious 
decisions. Many have already entered their chosen 
career. Others are committing to the universities or other 
institutions of their choice. What a tremendous decision 
it is to have to actually choose your career or at least the 
direction of your career at the young age of eighteen! Many 
more decisions await these young men and women whom 
we will send out into society in a few short weeks.
 One of the biggest decisions they will have to make has 
nothing to do with their careers, but instead with their 
own longevity. Graduation week is only a few short weeks 
away. Each year I hold my breath and privately pray that 
each of the seniors will survive the temptations of that 

special week. For many students graduation exercises 
are synonymous with parties, and unfortunately many of 
these parties will provide alcoholic beverages. So many 
adults rationalize that it’s an acceptable practice to serve 
alcoholic beverages to their children who are graduating 
seniors. Many parents provide alcohol if the guests at 
the party agree to relinquish their car keys and spend 
the night. Others claim that as long as their child is not 
driving and is a passenger in a friend’s car, having a few 
drinks at a graduation party is harmless.
 Graduation week is a time for the most serious decision 
our seniors will have to make. We need the parents and 
friends of our students to insist that it remain alcohol and 
drug free. Parents are urged to host alcohol-free parties, 
and if they do choose to serve alcohol, serve it only to 
those who have reached the legal age in Pennsylvania.
 Encourage your son or daughter to enjoy the week’s 
festivities without the use of alcohol. We want them 
to attend that reunion in 2016 and not merely be 
remembered with a moment of silence.

By: Kim Kroznuski

PAHS Sophomore

Young students gather college experience from program

February 10, Mr. 
Nathan and Mrs. 

Leslie Kraft took a 
group of students to 
Wilkes University to 
attend a program that 
taught the importance 
of engineering and 
writing skills.
 “We created the 
program to give 
hard-working, 
talented students the 
opportunity to expand 
their skills and prepare 
for their futures,” Mrs.  
Kraft, PAHS English 
teacher, said.
 Mr. and Mrs. Kraft 
organized the program 
with Wilkes professors 
Dr. Rodney Ridley and 
Dr. Bonnie Culver this 

machine-building, 
micro fabrication, 
physics and other 
areas of engineering 
from the college level.
 English students 
also received a chance 
to take a better look 
at their interests in 
writing. Dr. Culver took 
the interested students 
on an extensive tour of 
the printing facilities at 
Wilkes, including the 
Darte Performing Arts 
Center, the on-campus 
publishing company 
Etruscan Press and Dr. 
Culver’s own office. 
 In Dr. Culver’s office, 
the students were 
able to see many of 
the books published 
by former students 
of Wilkes University, 
including Mrs. Kraft.

year to provide a more 
hands-on approach with 
the kids’ skills, and the 
reaction was extremely 
positive.
 Pupils in Mr. Kraft’s 
middle school math 
classes went on an 
interactive tour of 
different science and 
engineering facilities in 
the university, starting 
off with a look at 
artificial intelligence 
through a computer 
program named Ebba.
 “My favorite part was 
when we got to play 
with a remote controlled 
tank and an interactive 
computer animated 
character,” eighth 
grader Alex Barr said.
 The children 
were also able to 
view aerodynamics, 

 “It would be awesome 
to have more time to 
read some of the books 
in Dr. Culver’s office, 
especially Mrs. Kraft’s,” 
freshman Ayana 
Vazquez said. 
 After visiting the 
different areas on the 
campus, the students 
enjoyed a lunch in the 
Wilkes cafeteria before 
returning home. 
 The experience 
for all of the kids 
who attended was a 
positive one, and each 
one went home with 
memories and plenty of 
knowledge about their 
interests.
 “By giving up her 
time to give us a 
personalized tour of 
the Wilkes campus, Dr. 
Culver helped diminish 

fears about college.” 
junior Catherine 
Nadeau said.
 After returning to 
school, the students 
who attended the 
program wrote thank-
you letters to Dr. 
Ridley and Dr. Culver, 
stating their gratitude 
and favorite parts of 
the tours.
 The interest in the 
program lies not only 
with the students and 
Mr. and Mrs. Kraft, 
but also with the 
professors who led the 
program. 
 “Both professors, Dr. 
Ridley and Dr. Culver, 
have expressed 
interest in running the 
presentation again 
next year,” said Mrs. 
Kraft. 
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PERFORM — Junior Catherine Nadeau performs a solo in the 
piece “Seasons of Love” while under the direction of Dr. Anthony 
Leach.  This piece was just one of the many sung by the County 
Chorus during the February 19 concert.

Photo by Molly Zwiebel

Musicians attend annual honors band chorus festivals

PRACTICE — During an evening rehearsal, Mr. Richard Fries 
conducts the group of 31 PAHS Band members who success-
fully auditioned for the Schuylkill County Band Festival.  The 
festival was held at Tamaqua Area High School March 19.

Photo by Gracie casey   

For multiple students 
at Pottsville 

Area High School, 
membership in the 
school band or choir 
isn’t the only form of 
music performance 
they experience. 
 Band members 
had the opportunity 
to audition for the 
Schuylkill County Band 
festival November 
18, and 31 PAHS 
instrumentalists were 
chosen to play in the 
festival which was held 
March 19 at Tamaqua 
Area High School. 
 The members of 
the concert band who 
qualified for County 
Band were seniors 
Michael Denchy, John 
Johnston, Courtney 
Matina, Haley Rich, 
Marybeth Rissinger, 
Michael Ryan, Kaitlyn 
Schroding, Joseph 
Senawaitis and 
Kurt Weres, juniors 
Angelina Bardell, 
Allison Darhun, 
Brittany DeColli, 
Joshua Dudash, Gwen 

Fries, Joshua Kovich, 
Kendra Muldowney, 
Duncan Noble, 
Morgan Rismiller 
and Allison Salata, 
sophomores Colleen 
Brennan, Kathleen 
Burke, Stanley Burke, 
Christopher Circelli, 
Cassandra Eagan, 
Michael Halcovage, 
Devina Hummel, John 
Shoener, Zachary 
Sonon and Anthony 
Wiscount and 
freshmen Benjamin 
Blake and Angelo 
Disabella.
  “I always 
appreciate that many 
people learn scales 
and a solo for the 
audition,” Mr. Richard 
Fries, concert band 
director, said. “This 
audition also serves 
as a sort of warm-up 
for district auditions.”
 The County Band 
performed pieces 
such as John Phillip 
Sousa’s “Hands 
Across the Sea” 
and Gustav Holst’s 
“Second Suite.”
 After County 
Band came the 

Pennsylvania Music 
Educators Association 
(PMEA) District 10 
Band and Orchestra 
festivals. Auditions 
were held December 
4 at Parkland High 
School. Johnston, 
Kovich, Salata and 
Circelli were accepted 
to play in the District 
10 Band festival held 
at Tulpehocken High 
School February 12. 
 “I really liked the 
District Band festival,” 
Salata said. “It was 
great to meet all the 
other people who 
are passionate about 
music and have real 
talent.”
In addition, Kovich and 
Johnston were chosen 
to play in the District 
10 Orchestra held at 
Northampton High 
School January 29.
 “It is always such 
special thing to see 
students make these 
festivals because 
they get to be around 
strong musicians from 
all over and this allows 
the conductor to pick 
music that is on higher 
levels,” Mr. Fries said.
 The circuit of 
festivals did not end 
there. Johnston, 
Kovich, Salata and 
Circelli also advanced 
to the PMEA Region 
V Band festival held 
at North Schuylkill 
Area High School 
March 26. Kovich 
also successfully 
auditioned for the 
PMEA Region IV/V 
Orchestra which was 
held at Manheim 
Township High School 
March 12.
 “I thoroughly 
enjoyed the Region 
Band festival because 
[guest conductor]

Dr. Yozviak picked an 
awesome program and 
presented it to us all 
very well,” Circelli said.
 PAHS chorus 
members also had 
the chance to try out 
for their own festival. 
Auditions for the 
Schuylkill County 
Chorus festival 
were held October 
12, and 19 PAHS 
vocalists successfully 
auditioned for the 
festival held at PAHS 
February 19.
 The choir members 
who attended 
were seniors Sara 
Alderman, John 
Johnston, William 
Morris, Kaitlyn 
Schroding and 
Kieran Sninsky, 
juniors Lauren Blum, 
Allison Cleary, James 
Diprima, Gwen Fries, 
Brett Huffman, Erin 
Meehan, Catherine 
Nadeau, Morgan 
Rismiller, Allison 
Salata and Robert 
Terraciano, sophomore 
Tyler Pangonis and 
freshmen Melissa 
Matina, Victoria Moyer 
and Maddelena 
Dallago.

 “The fact that our 
school hosted the 
40th annual County 
Chorus festival made 
it very special,” Mrs. 
Kim Rismiller, choir 
director, said. “Our 
students enjoyed 
having everyone here 
and it presented an 
opportunity to show-
off our beautiful 
facility.”
 The chorus 
performed selections 
like “Seasons of 
Love” and “Awake, 
The Trumpets Lofty 
Sound.”
 “The County Chorus 
festival this year was 
a great experience,” 
Morris said. “I enjoyed 
it because Pottsville 
hosted it this year 
and the songs all 
had interesting 
arrangements that 
were fun to perform.”
 Students looked  
forward to auditioning 
and playing in festivals 
year round.
 “I love playing in the 
festivals because it’s 
a great opportunity 
for me to further my 
musical talents,” 
Shoener said.

By: Joshua Kovich

PAHS Junior
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By: Amber Berdanier

PAHS Junior

PAHS teens volunteer their time at local fire companies

Teens in Pottsville 
Area High School 

reached out and 
volunteered at their 
local fire companies. 
These students all 
emphasized the 
importance of fire 
safety and enjoyed 
the feeling of helping 
someone. 
 Sophomore William 
Ebert has been 
volunteering for a 
year and a half at the 
Goodwill Station 40 
and was influenced 
by the desire to help 
people.
 “My favorite part is 
the pleasure of helping 
people that are in 
need,” Ebert said. 
 Some students 

at the Independent 
Hose Co. 1 as well. 
Cray appreciated 
when people thanked 
him for what he does 
and liked to help 
people, hoping to one 
day help even more.
 “I like to help 
people, and being a 
firefighter allows me 
to interact with people 
who need help,” Cray 
said.
 Many of the junior 
firefighters mostly did 
chores or handed the 
firemen things they 
could not reach. They 
performed these tasks 
for no payment, just 
the satisfaction of 
helping someone in 
need. Sophomore 
John Shoener, who 
volunteered at the 
Good Will Fire Co. No. 

liked the satisfaction 
of helping others 
and having them 
appreciate what 
they do. Sophomore 
Aaron Kalochie has 
been volunteering 
for four years at the 
Independent Hose 
Co. 1 and enjoyed 
helping people and 
the community to 
provide a service that 
was needed and not 
everybody was able 
to do. 
 “Volunteering makes 
me feel good that I 
can help and that I can 
provide a service and 
form a closer bond 
with the people in my 
community,” Kalochie 
said. 
 Junior John Cray, a 
firefighter for almost 
four years, volunteered 

EXTINGUISH— Sophomore Aaron Kalochie practices and pre-
pares in his training to put out a fire.

Photo courtesy of aaron Kalochie

Quiz Team competes at yearly contests and meets

CONTEMPLATE — While at the Pine Grove Quiz Team competi-
tion, seniors Michael Ryan and Gregory Merrick, sophomore 
Seif Butt and senior Darby Doyle think about their response 
to a question. 

Photo by saMantha weiss

The Pottsville Area 
High School Quiz 

Team enjoyed another 
successful year this 
season. 
 From attending 
multiple events, to the 
formation of a junior  
varsity team and a 
second place trophy in 
the Schuylkill League, 
the team continued its 
strong tradition.
 “I thought we 
certainly had a very 
competitive team. I 
enjoyed working with 
them and they were a 
very dedicated group,” 
Miss Sherrill Silberling, 
Quiz Team adviser, 
said.
 During the course 
of the season, the 
team attended 
competitions at 
Millersville University, 
Conestoga Valley and 

the Schuylkill League 
Tournament.
 Preparation for each 
contest was made by 
the team as a whole 
as well as on the 
individual level.
 “In order to 
prepare for our 
many competitions, 
we studied and 
committed to memory 
various lists of 
information, including 
U.S. Presidents, 
famous books and 
authors and countries 
and their capitals,” 
senior Michael Ryan 
said.
 The team used 
various activities to 
prepare early in the 
school year.
 “We played against 
faculty teams for 
practice and even 
had inter-squad 
scrimmages with our 
newly formed junior 

varsity teams,” Miss 
Silberling said. “Speed 
drills and other various 
match situations were 
used so each member 
of the squad was 
ready for whatever 
question was thrown 
at them.”
 At the many meets, 
the team achieved 
success. 
 At the Conestoga 
Valley match, they 
reached the afternoon 
rounds for the top 16 
teams. The Schuylkill 
League Tournament 
saw the team reach 
the final round of four 
teams as well as a 
second place finish.
 “This year’s county 
tournament was a real 
heartbreaker,” senior 
Gregory Merrick said. 
“Although we didn’t 
win the contest, I feel 
that we’ve improved a 
lot and the team has a 

chance to go far next 
year.”
 This year saw the 
creation of a junior 
varsity team.
 “It was a great 
experience to be the 
JV coach and the 
members of the team 
are truly devoted to 
playing the game,” 

Mr. William Rhoads, 
JV Quiz Team adviser, 
said.
 The team looked to 
continue their efforts 
next year.
 “I hope our 
underclassmen step 
up and we see new 
players join,” Miss 
Silberling said.

By: Joshua Kovich

PAHS Junior

4, enjoyed helping 
others.
 “My favorite part 
about volunteering 
would be the feeling 
that I get from helping 
others and being 
able to give back to 
the community in a 

positive way,” Shoener 
said.
 They all agreed that 
volunteering was very 
rewarding personally, 
and it influenced them 
to pursue helping their 
local fire companies 
more.
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By: Samantha Weiss

PAHS Junior 

Students find science presentation at JSC very “cool”

When can a banana 
be a hammer or 

when does a hotdog 
shatter as it hits the 
ground? The students 
in Mrs. Mary Fetterolf’s 
first grade class could 
tell you the answer 
is when LIN, or liquid 
nitrogen, is involved. 
 “I learned that liquid 
nitrogen can make LIN 
cream that we can eat,” 
first grader Alex Kull 
said.
 Makayla Scharadin 
volunteered her father, 
Mr. Jim Scharadin, 
who is a chemist for 
AIR Products and 
Chemicals, to come 
in and speak to the 
class. He brought with 
him two associates, 
engineers Ms. Emily 

basin, then expanded 
as if by magic when 
they were released. 
The group laughed 
as an egg was gently 
pulled inside the bottle 
from its resting place 
on the top, a banana 
turned into a hammer 
and the three scientists 
made ice cream right 
in front of them with 
the help of the “super-
cold” ingredient, liquid 
nitrogen, and a special 
company recipe. 
 “I really liked having 
the LIN cream,” first 
grader Zoey Elrod said.
 The program was 
part of the FOS Grant, 
a new, interactive 
science initiative grant. 
The presentation was 
among many interactive 
new lessons that the 
teachers are instituting 
at the John S. Clarke 

Peterson and Mr. Tom 
Cara, to teach the 
kids about LIN and its 
importance to science.  
 “It was inspirational 
because it fueled their 
natural curiosity,” Mrs. 
Fetterolf said. 
 To explain the effects 
of liquid nitrogen, the 
team performed several 
experiments. Their 
experiments consisted 
of shrinking balloons, 
freezing a hotdog and a 
banana, changing the air 
pressure in a confined 
area and making LIN 
cream. 
“I liked the look on my 
friends’ faces when I 
smashed the frozen 
flowers,” Makayla 
Scharadin said.
 The class and their 
guests watched as 
17 balloons were 
squeezed into small 

FREEZE — Despite the fact that Mr. Jim Scharadin, Ms. Emily 
Peterson and Mr. Tom Cara were working with a liquid that 
was -320 degrees Fahrenheit, Mrs. Mary Fetterolf’s classroom 
was a hotspot of excitement as the students watched the 
liquid nitrogen at work.  

Photo by Molly Zwiebel 

Carnival influences students to display good behavior

STAMP— First grade students Jordan Morris and Logan Eckley 
have their hands stamped by Mrs. Judith DiObilda, JSC librarian, 
at the PRIDE program carnival.

Photo by Molly Zwiebel

Every month 
John S. Clarke’s 

PRIDE Committee 
conducted games and 
fun activities for their 
students to partake 
in. By following the 
rules of the school, 
kindergarteners 
through fourth 
grader students were 
rewarded for their  
good behavior. 
 In February, the 
program consisted 
of carnival themed 
games, where 
students had the 
chance to earn tickets, 
play more games and 
even get their faces 
painted as a reward for 
their actions. 
 “It is fun to have 
a break from school 
to have fun and play 
games at the carnival 
because we are good,” 

first grader Kassidy 
Balulis said.
 If students earned 
their check marks 
for the week, they 
were able to choose 
between a prize or 
participating in an 
activity, such as the 
carnival.
 “Hopefully this 
is an incentive for 
them to practice 
good behavior,” 
Ms. Sarah Fridirici, 
JSC psychologist 
said.  “It’s a way to 
reward them for this 
behavior.” 
 The program 
began halfway 
through last year 
and has continued 
to encourage the 
elementary children to 
act properly.
 “I actually get very 
excited because I 
get prizes for being 
good,” first grader Eva 

Lins said. 
 Others tried to 
improve their actions 
and to pay more 
attention for the 
sake of being able to 
hangout with friends 
in a day of fun or 
selecting a prize. 
 “I like when we get 
our faces painted and 
play other games,” 
first grader Azaan 
Willis-Flowers said. 
“It’s a good way for me 
to see my friends.”
 Some even felt as if 
it had a great influence 
on them and altered 
how they acted in 
school because take 
into consideration 
the potential 
consequences for their 
actions.
 “I like the program 
because it’s 
challenging,” fourth 
grader Omar Ibrahim 
said. “Teachers want 

you to work hard so 
you can have fun.” 
 The newly initiated 
PRIDE program 
provided students 
with a reason to enjoy 
some time away from 
the classroom and 
surround themselves 
with peers in a fun 

activity.
 This program 
impacted and aided 
them in reaching goals 
through their behavior 
and even provided 
them with necessary 
breaks from the 
traditional classroom 
setting.

By: Amber Berdanier

PAHS Junior

Elementary Center. 
 “I believe [the grant]  
has helped to develop 
analytical and critical 
skills that the students 
can also apply to math 
and reading courses,” 
Dr. Jeffrey Zwiebel, 
JSC principal, said.

 This program was 
performed for this 
one class, but others 
like it may soon be 
put into affect at the 
elementary center in 
hopes of encouraging 
a love for learning and 
an interest in science. 
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By Lauren Blum

PAHS Junior

Intergenerational pen pal program sharpens social skills

Mrs. Stacie 
Cromyak’s 

fifth grade students 
at D.H.H. Lengel 
Middle School were 
involved in a new 
intergenerational 
pen pal program that 
started in October and 
continued until May.
 “Mrs. Beverly Houtz 
approached me 
about this program 
in October to see 
if my class would 
be interested in 
participating,” Mrs. 
Cromyak said. 
 For the program, the 
students wrote letters 
to elderly adults, who 
remained nameless. 

 The kids responded 
to the program 
positively and were 
often excited when 
letters came in.
 “They enjoy the 
return letters; they 
even compare letters 
to one another,” Mrs. 
Cromyak said.
 They learned various  
information about their 
pen pals that caused 
them to infer different 
ideas about what their 
pen pal was like.
 “I dance and so 
does my pen pal, so 
I know [he or she] is 
active,” fifth grader 
Sophie Murray said.
  Mrs. Cromyak 
hosted a pizza party 
for her class and the 

The students knew 
the initials of their pen 
pals, their interests, 
hobbies and any 
additional information 
the pen pals shared 
about themselves in 
the letters.
 The children made 
a connection with 
their pen pals through 
hobbies and activities 
they both enjoy in the 
letters they wrote. 
 “The students and 
their pen pals write 
about pets, vacations, 
their families and 
things they like to do in 
their spare time,” Mrs. 
Cromyak said. “Some 
of the pen pals have 
recommended books 
for the students.” 

DEVELOP —  While in class, fifth grader Gillian Revenis  writes 
her rough draft to her pen pal. “I like that we get to write to 
other people, and I can’t wait for the pizza party to meet them,” 
Revenis said. 

Photo by  Molly Zwiebel 

pen pals in mid-May, 
where the students 
had a meet and greet 
with the recipients of 
their letters. 
 The children 

benefitted in furthering 
their social skills 
by writing letters to 
people who they did 
not communicate with 
prior to the program.

By Erin Meehan

PAHS Junior 

Junior Achievement Organization recognizes PAHS juniors 

Junior Achievement 
of Central 

Pennsylvania held 
its yearly young 
women’s and men’s 
symposiums for 
high school juniors 
throughout the state 
of Pennsylvania who 
show potential in their 
future endeavors.  
 A select group 
of Pottsville Area 
students attended 
February 11, for the 
young men, and 
March 8, for the 
young women. This 
marked the third year 
PAHS attended. The 
Junior Achievement 
organization held 
these two events to 
help students along 

Schwalm. 
 The students 
who attended were 
chosen by guidance 
counselors based 
on strict guidelines 
set by the Junior 
Achievement 
organization. 
 “They gave us 
specific guidelines 
and told us to choose 
students in the middle 
of their class who 
show potential,” Mrs. 
Mary Beth Conville, 
guidance counselor, 
said. 
 During the events, 
high school juniors 
learned proper 
interview skills, career 
exploration, personal 
finance, appropriate 
job interview skills and 
listened to multiple 
motivational speakers. 

their journey.
 The Young Men’s 
Symposium was 
held at Harrisburg 
Area Community 
College. Six juniors 
represented PAHS at 
the event, including 
Timothy Wolfe, 
Stephen Delinko, Sava 
Shoemaker, Colin 
Kelley, James Harris 
and Daniel Brown. 
 The Young Women’s 
Symposium was held 
at Lebanon Valley 
College. Eight girls 
were chosen from 
PAHS, including 
juniors Richael Stoltz, 
Olivia Aguilera, 
Marcelle McCabe, 
Jacqueline Lenick, 
Correene Moriarity, 
Maria Naradko, Paige 
Vandermeer, Alison 
Gudzinas and Alexis 

ACCOMPLISH — PAHS students who attended the Young 
Women’s and Men’s Symposiums hoped to explore their 
career choices, develop personal finance and learn appropriate 
interview skills. 

Photo by Kianna Fiscus 

 “The main goal of 
the symposium was to 
help you throughout 
your future job career 
and how to conduct 
an appropriate and 
professional interview,” 

Moriarity said. 
 Overall, both 
symposiums were held 
to ensure that high 
school juniors knew 
what their distant 
future held for them.
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• John S. Clarke Elementary 
School:  621-2947
• D.H.H. Lengel Middle 
School:   621-2924
• Pottsville Area High 
School:   621-2962
• Academic Center:  
621-2900

May
13 — PASD Art Show 
at JSC 6-9 p.m.
14 — Lengel 8th 
Grade Farewell Dance
17 — Lengel Beginner 
Band and Middle 
School Band Concert 
at Lengel 7 p.m. 
19 — Lengel Choral 
Concert at PAHS 7 
p.m.
24 — Fourth Grade 
Family Night at PAHS 
Auditorium 7:30 p.m.
25 — Lengel 8th 
Grade Talent Show at 
Lengel 7:30 p.m.
26 — PAHS Stage 
Band and Schuylkill 
County Big Band 

Concert 7:30 p.m.
29 — Class Day 1:30 
p.m.
29 — Baccalaureate 
7:30 p.m.
31 — JSC 
Kindergarten Show
June
1 — JSC Fun Day
2 — Last day 
of school, 
Commencement, 
report cards 
distributed at JSC 
and middle school; 
high school report 
cards will be mailed
4 — SAT at Pottsvile
11 — ACT at 
Shenandoah
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